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Cromwell’s Stone 
 

 
Cromwell’s Stone is a single movement work 
depicting the Battle of Wigan Lane in the township 
of Wigan Lancashire. 
 
The Battle of Wigan Lane was fought on 25 August 
1651 during the Third English Civil War, between 
Royalists under the command of the Earl of Derby 
and elements of the Cromwell’s New Model Army 
under the command of Colonel Robert Lilburne.  
 
The Royalists were defeated, losing nearly half their 
officers and men. 
 

  

 

Oliver Cromwell (1599 – 1658) was an English 
military and political leader. He served as Lord 
Protector of the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland and Ireland "and of the dominions threreto" 
from 1653 until his death, acting simultaneously as 
head of state and head of government of the 
new republic.  

He entered the English Civil Wars on the side of the 
"Roundheads" or Parliamentarians, nicknamed "Old 
Ironsides ". He demonstrated his ability as a 
commander and was quickly promoted from 
leading a single cavalry troop to being one of the 
principal commanders of the New Model Army, 
playing an important role under General 
Sir Thomas Fairfax in the defeat of the Royalist 
(Cavalier) forces. 

He was selected as one of the ten Greatest Britons 
of all time in a 2002 BBC poll. 

  

 
 

 

 

Historical Information 
On the 25th Aug 1651, Lilburne received intelligence that the Earl of Derby was marching towards Wigan and 
assuming his force was retreating gave chase. However, it was Derby's intention to fall on Cromwell's regiment of 
infantry before Lilburne's cavalry could join it. When Lilburne reached Wigan, he found the enemy in considerable 
force, both infantry and cavalry, marching out of the town towards Manchester. Having arrived ahead of his own 
infantry and the terrain surrounding the town consisting of fields and hedges with narrow country lanes unfavourable 
for cavalry, Lilburne determined to avoid a fight. He instead intended to await infantry reinforcements before flanking 
the Royalists in Wigan, sending his cavalry around the town to the south while his infantry advanced into the town 
from the north encircling and preventing Derbys retreat from the town.  
Derby, aware of Lilburne's inferiority in strength wheeled about and marched back through the town to defeat 
the Parliamentary forces piece meal before they could combine. In spite of the unfavourable nature of the ground 
Lilburne decided to make a stand. Lilburne deployed his cavalry on Wigan Lane and lined the hedgerows either side 
of the road with infantry creating a choke point. As the Royalists approached, they were met with a volley 
of musketry. A fierce fight ensued in the same lanes through which Cromwell had chased the Scots in 1648. 

 



 
 
 

Synopsis of the music of “The Battle of Wigan Lane” 
  
The start of the work describes the swirling mists of early morning at Lathom House 
(Base camp of the New Model Army).  
 
In bar 7 the Trombone calls out with a grand Call to Arms. The soldiers gradually muster together to march 
to Wigan Lane. (Letter B) 
 
Army arrives at Wigan Lane (Letter G). and prepare to ambush the Royals but cannot help thinking of their 
families back home (Letter H) 
 
The Royals arrive in Wigan Lane (Letter I) and battle commences (Letter J) 
 
The Royalist are defeated (Letter L) and the Triumphant march back to Lathom Chapel (Letter M) 
commences where they bury their dead (Letter N) 
 
Celebrations of their Victory commence (Letter O) to a Triumphant Close 
 
 
Percussion Requirements: 
  
 Timpani, Tam-Tam, Glockenspiel, Side Drum, Bass Drum, Bongos, Tubular Bells,  
 
 Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbal, Mark-Tree 
 
 
 
Duration: 11mins 20secs 
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